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with other tissue culture cells. (A substantial number 
of heteroploid human cells are now known to be 
HeLa cells.) Nor is there mention of the different 
patterns of growth control exhibited by cells in 
culture, and the ways in which they can be studied; 
3T3 cells are, for example, not discussed. 
The second part of the book deals with virology, 
and describes in two chapters, methods used for 
the isolation and identification of human viruses, and 
virus growth and purification. These chapters provide 
a useful summary of methods, some of which are 
hard to find elsewhere. The book describes, for 
example, the complement fixation procedure in detail. 
There is a very brief, and again uncritical, account of 
radioimmune assay. In the next chapter, abrief survey 
of the major virus groups is followed by a useful 
collection of virus purification methods. 
The third section deals with methods for analysis 
of DNA, RNA and proteins. The section describes 
for the radioactive labelling, fractionation and 
characterisation f these macromolecules. All the 
methods described have been widely used; nearly all 
of them are now seriously dated. The oligonucleotide 
mapping technique described in the book is no longer 
used, and cylindrical polyacrylamide gels have been 
completely superseded by slab gels. Part of the 
problem is the rapid advances that have been made in 
these techniques, but even so, surely a brief mention 
could have been made, and it is sad to find a book 
already fairly seriously out of date. 
In summary therefore, the book provides an intro- 
duction to the techniques of cell culture and bio- 
chemical virology. It is useful to have them collected 
together, though each section, in itself, is no improve- 
ment on the currently available books. The book 
suffers from two disadvantages. First it is too uncritical 
of the methods it describes; this is inevitable with a 
single author manual that describes so many different 
techniques, and a multiauthor book would have been 
better. A description of what goes wrong with each 
technique and how to deal with this would have been 
invaluable. Second the book has dated; there are few 
references later than 1972. 
D. C. Burke 
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Symposia are valuable to the participants who 
benefit from the two-way exchange of ideas. It is 
much less clear that their subsequent publication 
in minimally edited form helps anyone - except 
perhaps publishers. So often talks which in the flesh 
were good, even catalatic, tend in print to become yet 
another version of that well worn story so familiar to 
other workers in the field. The undisputed value of 
bringing together workers from different backgrounds 
to mull over a particular topic is rarely captured in the 
published version and all the reader has is a mixed bag 
of rather brief papers all relevant to the topic but often 
giving a fragmentary and incomplete picture. Published 
in this form, the proceedings of a symposium neither 
have the detailed exposition of methods required in a 
primary publication or the rounded perspective of a 
review. They are, therefore, phemera that must come 
low on the shopping list of libraries. 
All these remarks apply to 'Myocardial Failure'. 
As a symposium it brought ogether clinicians and 
basic scientists; but as a published volume it is very 
patchy containing some good papers but also a great 
many poor ones. There is little or no attempt at 
synthesis and the reader is frustrated from doing this 
himself by the glaring gaps - for instance on the basic 
electrical properties of the myocardium. Despite these 
criticisms most people who read 'Myocardial Failure' 
should find something new and if the book serves 
to direct hem in their reading of the primary literature, 
it could be claimed to have served a useful purpose. 
P. F. Baker 
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